APPENDIX

Rubrics and Senior Comprehensive Exam Questions
(These documents are still in process and will be revised for Fall 2018,
especially in terms of collecting quantifiable data.

1. Rubric for assessing student outcomes across all history courses,

in accordance with mission statement, goals, and objectives
2. Rubric for Measuring Basic Historical Thinking Skills
3. Rubric for Writing Papers (Composition and Style)

4. Rubric for Oral Presentations

5. Rubrics for grading papers that were prepared for debates,
panels, role-playing, etc.

6. Senior Comprehensive Exam Questions for Spring 2018
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Measuring Historical Thinking Skills

Learning
Objectives

Mastery

Strength

Met Expectations

Needs Work

Understands the
nature of change
over time

Knows course
content and can
place it in
historical context

Understands the
distinction
between primary
and secondary
sources

Uses content and
sources
effectively in
historical

analysis

Understands how

scholars’ time
~and place
influence  how
they ask
questions or

interpret past
events [added
after trial run]

Wirites well-
organized, clear
sentences
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Rubric for grading papers that were prepared for
debates, panels, role-playing, etc.

Your writing was submitted
before the deadline and
perfectly matched the
requested format.

Your writing was submitted
before the deadline but did
not quite match the
requested format.

Your writing was
submitted within 24
hours of the deadline

or had multiple errors

with the format.

Your writing was over 24
hours late.

Your writing was not submitted
until the instructor asked for it.

Claim

You make a powerful ctaim
that is both obvious to the
reader and well-situated in
the opening of the piece.

You make a clear and
concise claim in the first or
second paragraph.

You make a claimin
the first or second
paragraph but it is not
clear and concise.

You make a claim, but it is
difficuit for the reader to
tind it within the paper.

Your claim is unclear to the
reader.

Organization

Your writing has a
compelling opening, an
informative middle, and a
satisfying conclusion.

Your opening outlines the

.| points you make in the

middle of the paper. You

also summarize these in the
conclusion.

Your writing has a
beginning, a middle,
and end. However,
you don't really
outline your points
early on or
summarize them at
the end.

Your writing is somewhaf
organized but sometimes
gets off topic.

Your writing is aimless and
disorganized.

Arguments

You give clear reasons in
support of your cfaim,
discuss the reasons
against your claim, and
explain why it is valid
anyway.

You give reasons both for
and against your claim, but
overlook some important
reasons and/or don't
explain why the claim still
stands.

You give reasons in
support of your claim.
You also say that
there are reasons
against the claim but
don't describe them
adequately.

You give 1 or 2 weak
reasons attempting to
support your claim.
However these are
irrelevant and/or
confusing.

You do not give any
convincing reasons in support
of your claim.

Sources

You include multiple
appropriate quotations from
mulftiple assigned sources
that strongly support your
claim.

You include multiple
appropriate quotations
from at least one of the
assigned sources to support
your claim.

You included at least
one appropriate
quotation from one
of the assigned
readings to support
your claim,

You included a quotation
from the assigned
readings, but it was
marginally valuable in
supporting your claim.

You did not include quotations
from the assigned readings to
support your claim.

Accuracy

The facts in your paper aré
accurate within the context of
the game and you include
extra, real details from
outside of the game.

The facts in your paper are
accurate within the context
of the game.

Your paper is mostly
correct, but you was
mistaken about at
lease one fact.

You had notable
misconceptions about
some minor facts in your
paper.

You had serious
misconceptions about major
facts in your paper.

Originality

Your paper stands out as
one of the most memorable
in the class.

This paper presents some
unique ideas and a fresh
approach to the topic.

This paper presents a
unique idea or
approach to the topic
beyond what was in
the role sheet.

This paper is very similar
to the other papers or the
instructor-provided
materials in its ideas and
approach.

This paper could have been
written by someone not taking
this particular class.

Your paper sounds like a
realistic character that
cares about this topic.

Your paper clearly has the
appropriate voice of your
character.

Your paper has the
voice of your
character. However,
that character comes
across as either too
bland or too phony.

Your paper lacks a voice
of your character or it is so
weak as to be
imperceptible.

Your writing is too informal. it
appears that you did not take
this assignment seriously.

Sentences

Your sentences are clear,
complete, and of varying
lengths.

You have well-constructed
sentences and appropriate
punctuation.

The sentence
structure is somewhat
monotonous.

Your sentences are
sometimes awkward with
run-ons or fragments.

Many run-ons, fragments, and
awkward phrasing make your
essay hard to read. You use
the same words over and
over.

Words

The words you use are
vivid, meaningful, and
appropriate.

You generally use correct
spelling and routine word
choices.

You word choice is
often fine, but you
have a few places
where your word
choice was
inappropriate.

Your words are sometimes
confusing Qf you have
multiple spelling errors.

Numerous errors in word *
choice or spelling make your
paper hard to read.




HISTORY MAJOR COMPREHENSIVE EXAM
WELLS COLLEGE
Spring 2018

The senior comprehensive exam provides an opportunity for students to evaluate their
experience as a history major and a student of the liberal arts at Wells College. The purpose
of the exam is to assess not only what you have learned about the past, but also what you
have learned about the nature of historical inquiry and historical understanding. Do you
think like an historian? Can you demonstrate that you have both acquired knowledge of the
past and gained insight into the historical enterprise itself?

Respond to two of the following four questions, choosing from the pairs listed below. Each
essay should be 4 to 7 typed, double-spaced pages in length. The exam is not a research
assignment. In composing your essays, you should survey and critically assess your past
coursework, including readings, essays, exams, research projects, and other work you have
completed over the past four years. Be as precise and detailed as possible in developing
your answers, explaining your interpretations fully, including specxflc examples,
Jfootnotes, and bibliographic references as appropriate.

Choose to write on two questions from one of these pairs. Indtcate your choice on your
exam.

AandB

AandC

Aand D

DandB

Dand(C

A. Analyze how a particular text, approach, concept, historian, or course made a
significant impression on your thinking. How did the book, method, idea, or class
inspire you and lead you to a deeper comprehension of an event and/or provide
insight into historical interpretation and the nature of “doing history?”

‘B. Imagine yourself a college professor or high school teacher. Design a history course
(or part of a course), identifying the specific topics, themes, course readings, and
assignments. Provide reasoning for your choices, and explain the goals and
objectives of the course. What would you hope to accomplish, and why is that
important?

C. Design your own comprehensive examination based on your particular coursework,
interests, and experiences as a student. Your exam should include several
components, including important 1Ds (identifications), short essay questions, and
longer essay questions. After composing your exam, identify your reasons for
selecting the IDs and questions you have, and explain what the exam would
demonstrate.
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D. Historians often argue for divergent views of the causes, meanings and significance
of particular events (especially major events such as political, economic, and social
revolutions, wars, and the rise and fall of nations and empires). Reflecting on one or
more historiographical controversies, explain (1) how historians can arrive at
different conclusions of the same event, and (2) how historians can disagree but still
be respected as responsible scholars. What factors or conditions account for their
different explanations and interpretations? What criteria or processes would you
use to determine which interpretations might have more validity?

Due Date: Students should submit their completed exams electronically to Professors
. Groth, Guingona and Koepp no later than, 12:00 noon, Friday, May 4t. Earlier
submissions will be very welcome.

GOOD LUCK!




